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SERMON IX.

The Folly and Danger of being not righteous

enough.

EccLEs. vii. 1 6.

Be not righteous overmuch^ neither make ihyfelf over-wife

:

why JJiculdft thou deftroy thyfelf ?

NOTHING is more frequent, than while people are

living in a courle of fin, and after the fafnidn and man-

ner of the v/oild, there is no notice taken of them ; neither

are their '.^ays difpleafnig to their companions and carnal re-

lations : but if they fet their faces Zion-ward, and becrin to

feel the power of God on their hearts ; then they are fur-

rounded with temptations from their friends, who thus at]: the

devil's part. The enemies, the greateit enemies a young

convert meets with, my dear brethren, are thofe of his own
houfe. They that will be godly, mud fuul^ perfecution;

fo it was in Christ's time, and fo it was in the Apoftles

time too; for our Lord came not to fend peace, but a

fword. Our relations would not have us fit in the fcorner's

chair; they would not have us be prodigals, confuming our

fubftance upon harlots ; neither would they have us rakes or

libertines, but they v/ouM have us be contented with an almoft

chriftianity. To keep up our reputation by going to church,

and adhering to the outward forms of religion, laying our

prayers, reading the word of God, and taking the facraments

;

this, they imagine, is all that is necefiary for to be chriftians

indeed ; and when we go one flcp farther than this, their

/ mouths are open againlt us, as Peter s was to Christ :

^* Spare thyfelf, do thyfelf no harm."

And
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And of this nature are the words of the text. They arc

not the words of Solomon himfelf, but the words of an infidel

{peaking to him, whom he introduces in feveral parts of this

book ; for Solomon had been fhewing the misfortunes which

attended the truly good, as in the verfe before our text.

Upon this the infidel fays, " Be not righteous over- much,

neither be thou over-wife : why (liouldft thou deftroy thyfelf ?
"

i. e. Why fhouldft thou bring thefe misfortunes upon thyfelf,

by being over-ftri6c ? Be not righteous over-much ; eat,

drink, and be merry, live as the world lives, and then you

will avoid thofe misfortunes which may attend you, by being

righteous over-much.

This text has another meaning ; but take it v/hich way

you will, my brethren, it was fpoken by an unbeliever

;

therefore it was no credit for the perfon who lately preached

upon this text, to take it for granted, that t,hefe were the

words of Solomon : the words of an infidel was not a proper

text to a chriftian congregation. But as David came out

againft Goliah^ not armed as the champion was, with fword

and fpear, but with a fling and {lone, and then cut off" his

head with his own fword ; fo I come out againft thefe letter-

learned men, in the ftrength of the Lord Jesus Christ ;

and, my dear brethren, I truft he will direct: me to ufe my
fling, fo that our enemies may not gain fay us ; and by the

fword of God's v/ord, cut oiF the heads of our Redeemer's

enemies.

But though they are not the words of Solomon, yet we will

take them in the fame manner the late writer did 3 and, from

the words, fhall,

-F/r/?, Shew you what it is, not to be righteous over-much,

that we may not deflroy ourfelves.

Secondly, I fliall let you fee what it is to be righteous over-

much. And then.

Thirdly, Conclude with an exhortation to all of you, high

and low, rich and poor, one with another, to come to the

Lord Jesus Christ.

FiyJ}, The firft thing propofed, is to {hew you what it is

not to be righteous over-much. And here.
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It is by no means to be righteous over-much, to affirm we
mufl have the Tame Spirit of God as the iirft Apoftlcs had,

and mull: feel that Spirit upon our hearts.

By receiving the Spirit of God, is not to be underftood,

that we are to be infpired to fliew outward figns and wonders,

to raife dead bodies, to cure leprous perfons, or to give fighc

to the blind : thefe miracles were only of ufe in the firft ages

of the church ; and therefore chriftians (nominal chriftians,

for we have little elfe but the name) may have all the gifts of

the Spiiit, and yet none of the graces of it : Thou, O man,

mayefl be enabled by faith to remove mountains ; thou, by

the power of God, mayeft caft out devils; thou, by that

power, mayeft fpeak wi^h the tongues of men and angels;

yea, thou mayeft, by that power, hold up thy finger and ftop

the fun in the firmament ; and if all the(e are unfandified by

the Spirit of God, they would be of no fervice to thee, but

would hurry thee to hell with the greater folemnity. Saui

received the fpirit of prophefying, and had another heart, yet

Saui was probably a caft-away. We muft receive the Spirit of

God in its fandifying graces upon our fouls; for Christ
fays, " Unlefs a man be born again, he carmot fee the king-

dom of God." We are all by nature born in fin, and at as

great a diftance from God, as the devils themfelves. I have

told you often, and now tell you again, that you are by na-

ture a motley mixture of the beaft and devil, and we cannot

recover ourfelves from the ftate wherein we have fallen, there-

fore muft be renewed by the Holy Ghoft. By the Holy Ghoft,

I mean, the third Perfon of the ever-blefied Trinity, co-equal,

co-cfTential, co-eternal, and confubftantial with the Father

2nd the Son ; and therefore, when we are baprized, it is

into the nature of the Father, into the nature of the Son,

and into the nature of the Holy Ghoft : and we are not true

chriftians, till we are fanc^ified by the Spirit of God.
Though our modern preachers do not actually denv the

Spiiit of God, yet they fay, " Chriftians muft not feel hiivj;"

which is in effect to deny him. When NicodcTnus came to

Christ, and the Lord Jesus was inftruding him, con-

cerning the new birth, fays he to our Lord, " How can

thefe things be r" Ni:odcnmSy though a mafter of Ifrael^ a6id

juft as cur learned Rahbi'a do now. The anfvvcr that Christ
£ave.
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gave hiiri fl^iGUlii flop the mouths of our Iciter-Jearned phari-

Ices :
'' "i he wind b'oweth where it liTicth, and we hear the

found thereof, but cannot tell whence it cometh, nor whither

it goeth." Now till the Spirit of Goo is felt on our fouls as

the wind on our bodies, indeed, my dear brethren, you have

no intereft in him : religion confifts not in external perform-

ance, it muft be in the heart, or elfe it is only a name, v/hich

cannot profit us, a name to live whiUl: we arc dead.

A late preacher upon this text, fecms to laugh at us, for

talkin^'^ of the Spirit in a fenfible manner, and talks to us as

the Jews did to Christ : Tiiey faid, " How can this man

give us his 9itii\ to eat ? " So he afKs, " What fign or proof

do we give of it ?" V/e do not in.^^ine, that God mud ap-

pear to us, and give it us : no; hue there may b?, and is, a

frequent receiving, when no feeing of it; and it is as plaiidy

^elt in the foul, as any impreilion is, or can be, upon the body.

To what a damnable condition (hould we bring poor finners,

if they could not be fenfible of the Spirit of God j namely, a

reprobate mind and paft feeling ?

" What proof do they give ?" fays the writer. What fign

v/ould they have ? Do they expert us to raife the dead, to

give fight to the blind, to cure lepers, to make the lame to

walk, and the deaf to hear ? If thefe are what they expe6f,

I fpeak v^'ith humility, God, by us, hath done greater things

than thefe : many, who were dead in fin, are raifed to fcrip-

ture-life : thot'e, Vv'ho were leprous by nature, are cleanfed by

the Spirit of God ; thofe, who were lame in duty, now run.

in God's commands ; thofe, who were deaf, their ears are

xinftopped to hear his difcipline, and hearken to his advice ;

and the poor have t!ie gofpel preached to them. No wonder

people talk at this rate, when they can tell us, " That the

Spirit of God, is a good confciencc, conftquent thereupon."

My dear brethren, Senrca^ Cicerc^ Plato, or any of the heathen

philofophers, would hive given as good a dciinition as this :

It means no more, tlian refie(5ling that we have done well*

This, this is only Dcifm refined : Deills laugh at us, when

we pretend to be jigainft their notions, and yet thefe men ul'e

no other rcafon for our differing from them, than what is

agreeable to Deifts principles.

This
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Th,. writer tell, us, " It is againft common-fenfe to talkof the feel.ng of the Spirit of God." Commor,-ren/e, ,T,y bre-thren, W.S never allowed to be a judge

; jea, it is above itscon,prehenf.on, neither are, nor can the ways of God beknown by common Ibnfe. We ftould never have known theth ngs of God at all by our common fenfes : no ; it is the re-ve afon of God which is to be our judge ; it i's that we ap-P« to, , d „„, ,„ „^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^jl^^ conceptions ofth.ngs. Thus we may fee, i, is by no means to be righteous

r;:ar:aV'°tr^
"--^ ''--^^ ^-'- «- -^=

re'2' ^T'^'-'
"P°" '^'" *''''' =™= =" P"«i"g ^Mc all there,-g.ous focefes that are in the kingdom : Ind«d. he fays

«' inhtl' '^^>'°"^P^^y"-^'"<l«hewordofGoD;and.

and as for the Sp,r,t of God upon your fouls, you are to00k upon ,t as ufelefs and unnece/Taty." If this! my br

^

ow ebb f:;"\"' '''' "°" P^^^'''^^' chriftilnity'is c

JESUS Christ. Do you not forbear the frequenting of reli-g.ous aiTemW.es
;

for as nothing helps to build up the devil's

Wd be more for pulling of it down, than the people ofOOD meetmg to ftrengthen each others hands; and as the

JESUS. Yes, I hope many of you will be of the

in 5 '^ J " ^''" "^^ P"™'"^^ ^hriftians delighted
.n

J and ftall not we follow (o excellent an example ? My
brethren, till chriftian converfation is more agreeable to us!

rrorifi:d""?r''-'° t ''' '"'''' °' ^"-^'^^ - -^ •>«
glor,|..d. Thus K .s by no means to be righteous over-much,
to frequent religious aflemblies. Nor,

thJdtel!'
"

l'"

""' "^-^''""^ over-much, to abftain from
tilt divethons and entertainments of the aae

.vi^'and'thTrfV°
"''""" '""""'^^ 'PP-""- °f*vU, and th.t " whatfoevcr we do, whether we eat or drink,

we
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WG fliall do all to the glory of God." The writer upon this

text tells us, *' That it will be accounted unlawful to fmell to

a rofe :" no, my dear brethren, you may fmell to a pink and

rofe too if you pleafc, but take care to avoid the appearance of

fin. They talk of innocent diverfions and recreations j for

my part, I know of no divcrfion, but that of doing good : if

you can find any diverfion which is not contrary to your bap-

tifmal vow, of renouncing the pomps and vanities of this

wicked world ; if you can find any diverfion which tends to

the glory of God ; if you can find any diverfion, which you

would be willing to be found at by the Lord Jesus Christ,

I give you free licence to go to them and welcome ; but if, on

the contrary, they are found to keep finners from coming ta

the Lord Jesus Christ j if they are a means to harden the

heart, and fuch as you would not willingly be found in when

you come to die, then, my dear brethren, keep from them :

for, indeed, the diverfions of this age are contrary to chriftian-

ity. Many of you may think I have gone too far, but I

'(ball go a great deal farther yet : I will attack the devil in

his ftrongeft holds, and bear my teftimony againft our fa-»

ihionable and polite entertainments. \Vhat fatisfadion can

it be, what pleafure is there in fpending feveral hours at cards P

Strange ! that even people who are grown old, can fpend

whole nights in this diverfion : perhaps many of you will cry

out, " What harm is there in it?" My dear brethren,

whatfoever is not of faith, or for the glory of God, is a fin i

Now does cards tend to promote this ? Is it not mifpending

your precious time, which fnould be employed in working

out your falvation with fear and trembling ? Do play-hGufeSy

horfe-racing^ halls and njfe77iblie5^ tend to promote the glory of

God ? Would you be willing to have your foul demanded af

yo.u, while you are at one of thofe places ? Many of thcfe

are, (I muft fpeak, I cannot foibear to fpeak againft thefe

entertainments ; come what will, I v/ill declare againft them)

many, I fay, of thefe are kept up by public authority : the

play-houfes are fupported by a public fund, and our news-

papers are full of horfe- races all through the kingdom : thefe

things are finful ; indeed they are exceeding fmful. What
good can come from a horfe-race ; from abufing GoD Al-

mighty's creatures, and putting them to that ufe he never

defigned'
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dcfigned for them : the play-houfes, are they not nurferles of

dtbauchery in the age ? and the fupporters and patrons of

them, are encouragers and promoters of all the evil that is

done by them ; they are the bane of the ag^, and will be the

deflrudlion of thofe who frequent them. Is it not high time

for the true minifters of Jesus Christ, who have been par-

takers of the heavenly gift, to lift up their voices as a trumpet,

and cry aloud againft thefe diverfions of the age ? Are they

not earthly, fenfual, devilifh ? Ir you have tafted of the love

of God, and have felt his power upon your fouls, you would

no more go to a play, than you would run your head into a

furnace.

And what occafions thefe places to be fo much frequented,

is the clergy's m.aking no fcruple to be at thefe polite places :

they frequent play-houfes, they go to horfe races, they go to

balls and aflemblies, they frequent taverns, and follow all the

entertainments that the age affords ; and yet thefe are the per-

fons who fiiould advile their heiiiCrs to refrain from them ; but

inftead thereof, they encourage them by their example. Per-

fons are too apt to rely upon, and believe their paftors, rather

than the fcriprures ; they ihink that there is no crime in going

to plays or horfe-races, to bails und afl'emblies; for if there

were, they think thofe perfons, who are their minifters,

would not frequent them : but, my dear brethren, obferve

they always go difguifed, the minifters are afraid of being feeri

in their gowns and caftbcks ; the reafon thereof is plain, their

confciences inform them, that it is not an example fit for the

minifters of the gofpel to fet ; thus, they are the means of

giving that offence to the people of God, which I would not

for ten thoufand worlds : they lay a ftumibling-block in the

way of their weak brethren, which they will not remove,

though it is a ftumbling-block of offence. " Woe unto the

world becaufe of offences, but woe unto that man by whom
the offence com-^th." The polite gentlemen of the age, fpend

their time in following thvfe diverfions, becaufe the love of

God is not in their hearts ; they are void of Christ, and

deftitute of the Spirit of God ; and not being acquainted

with the delight there is in God and his ways, being ftrangers

to thefe things, they run to the devil for diverfions, and are

pleafed and delighted with the filly ones he (hews them.

Vol. V. I
• My

44
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My dear brethren, I fpeak of thefe things, thefe innocent

diverfions, as the polite part of the world calls them, by expe-

rience ;
perhaps none, for my age, hath read or feen more

plays than I have : I took delight in, and was pleafed with

them. It is true, I went to church frequently, received the

facrament, and was diligent in the ufe of the forms of religion,

but I was all this while ignorant of the power of God on my
heart, and unacquainted with the work of grace ; but when

God was pleafed to (bine with power upon my foul, I could

ro longer be contented to feed on hufks, or what the fwinc

did eat: the Bible then was my food ; there, and there only I

took delight : and till you feel this fame power, you will not

abttain from the earthly delights of this age, you will take no

comfort in God's ways, nor receive any comfort from him j

for you are void of the love of GoD, having only the form of

godlinefs, while you are denying the power of it
; you are

nominal chriflians, when you have not the power of chrif-

tianity.

The polite gentlemen fay, " Are we to be always upon

f' our knees ? Would you have us be always at prayer, and

'' reading or hearing the word of GoD ?"

My dear brethren, the fafhionable ones, who take delight

jn hunting, are not tired of being continually on horfeback

after their hounds ; and when once you are renewed by the

Spirit of GoD, it will be a continual pleafure to be walking

with, and talking of GoD, and telling what great things

Jiisus Christ hath done for your fouls ; and till you cari

find as much pleafure in converfing with God, as thefe men

do of their hounds, you have no (hare in him ; but when you

have tailed how good the Lord is, you will fhew forth his

praife ^ out of the abundance of your heart your mouth will

(peak.

This brings me to the fecond thing propofcd, which is an

^xtream that very fcldom happens :

Secondly, To fhew what it is to be righteous over-much.

And here,

FirJ}^ When we confine the Spirit of God to this or that

particular church ; and are not willing to converfe with any

but thofe of the fame communion -, this is to be righteous

3 over-
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•ver-much with a witnefs : and To it is, to confine our com-

munion within church-walls, and to think that Jesus could

not preach in a field as well as on confccrated-ground ; this

IS judaifniy this is bigotry: this is like Peter^ who would not go

to preach the gofpel to the Gentiles^ till he had a vifion from

God : and when his condu(5i: was blamed by the difciples,

he could not fatisfy them till he had acquainted them with

the vifion he had feen. And, theret'orc, we may juftly infer, the

Spirit of God is the center of unity ; and wherever I fee the

image of my Mafter, I never enquire of them their opinions ;

I afk them not what they are, {o they love Jesus Christ in

fincerity and truth, but embrace them as my brother, my
fifter, and my fpoufe : and this is the fpirit of chriitianity.

Many pcrfons, who are bigots to this or that opinion, when

one of a different way of thinking hath come where they

were, have left the room or place on the account : this is the

fpirit of the devil ; and if it was poffible that thefe perfons

could be admitted into heaven with fuch tempers, that very

place would be hell to them. Chriftianity will never flourifh,

till v/e are all of one heart and of one miad ; and this would be

the only means of feeing the gofpel of Jesus to flourifh, more

than ever it will by perfecuting thofe who differ from us.

This may be efteemcd as enthufiafm and madnefs, and as a

defign to undermine the eftablifbed church : No ; God is my
judge, I (hould rejoice to fee all the world adhere to her ar-

ticles ; I ftiould rejoice to fee the miniflers of the Church of

England^ preach up thofe very articles they have fubfcribed to;

but thofe minifters who do preach up the articles, are efleemcd

as madmen, enthufiafts, fchifmatics, and uridcrminers of the

eftablifbed church : and though they fay thcfe things of me,

bleffed be God, they are without foundation. My dear bre-

thren, I am a friend to her articles, I am a friend to her homi-

lies, I am a friend to her liturgy ; and, if they did not thruft

me out of their churches, I would read them every day ; but I

do not confine the Spirit of God there ; for I fay it again, I

love all that'love the Lord Jesus Christ, and efteem him

my brother, my friend, my fpoufe ; aye, my very foul is knit

to that perfon. The fpirit of perfecution will never, indeed

it will never make any to love Jesus Christ. The phari'

fees make this to be madnefs, fo much as to mention perfecu-

I 2 tioa
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tion in a chriftian country ; but there is .as much the fpirlt of

perfecutlon now in the world, as ever there was ; their will is

as great, but bleflcd be God, they want the power ; otherwife,

how foon would they fend me to prifon, make my feet faft in

the flocks, yea, would think they did God fervice in killing

me, and would rejoice to take away my life.

This is not the Spirit of Christ, my dear brethren ; I had

not come to have thus preached j I had not come into the

highways and hedges ; I had not expofeu myfelf to the ill

treatment of thefe letter-learned men, but for the fake of

your fouls : indeed, I had no other reafon, but your falvation ;

and for that (I fpeak the truth in Christ, I lie not) 1 would

be content to go to prifon ;
yea, I would rejoice to die for

you, fo I could but be a means to bring fome of you to Jesus :

I could not bear to fee fo many in the highway to deftru6lion,

and not fhew them their danger : I could not bear, my bre-

thren, to fee you more willing to learn, than the teachers arc

to in{lru6l you : and if any of them were to come and preach

to you, I fhould not envy them, I fliould not call them en-

thufiafts or madmen 5 I fhould rejoice to hear they had tea

thoufand times more fuccefs than I have met with ; I would

give them the right-hand of fellov.'fhip ; I would advife them

to go on ; I would wiih them good luck in the name of the

Lord, and fay as Christ did, when the difciples informed

him of fome cadi g out devils in his nam'e, and were for re-

buking of them, " Forbid them nor, for they that are not

againfl: us are for us ;" or as St. Paul fays, " Some preach

Christ of envy, and fome of good-will; notwithflanding, fo

Christ is but preached, I rejoice
;

yea, and will rejoice."

The gofpel of Jesus, is a gofpel of peace. Thus you may

fee, that to be righteous over-much, is to be uncharitable,

cenforious, and to perfecute perfons for differing from us in

religion.

Secondly, Perfons are righteous over-much, when they

fpend fo much time in religious affemblies, as to negle6t their

families. There is no licence given by the bleffed Jesus, for

idlenefs ; for in the very infancy of the world, idlenefs was

not allowed of. In paradlfe, /Mam and Eve dreffed the gar^

den, Cain was a tiller of the ground, and Jhel vt'as a keeper of

iheep ; and there is a proverb amongfl the JcwSy *.' That he

5

"

-who
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who brings bis Ton up without a bufinefs, brings him up to be

a thief:" and therefore our Saviour was a carpenter ;
" fs

lot this the carpenter's fon," faid the y<fit'j ;" and St. PW
though brought up at the feet of Gamaliel^ was a tent-mnker.

Labour, my brethren, is impofed on all mankind as part of

the divine curfe ; and you are called to be ufeful in the fociety

to which you belong : take care firft for the kingdom of
God, and all things necefTary fliall be added. To labour for

the meat that periftieth, is your duty; only take care, that vou
do not neglect getting the meat for the foul : that is o^ the

greatelt confequence, for this plain reafon, the things of this

life are teniporal, but thofe of the next are eternal.- I would
have rich men to work as well as poor : it is ovvino- to their

jdlenefs, that the devil hurries them to his diverfions
; they

can be in their beds all the morning, and fpend the afiernoon

and evening in dreffing, vifiting, and at balls, plays, or aflem-

blies, when they (hould be working out their falvation with

fear and trembling. Such a life as this, occafions a fpiritual

numbnefs in the foul ; and if Jesus Christ was not to ftop

thofe who thus fpend their time, they would be hurried into

eternity, without once thinking of their immortal fouls.

But Jesus Christ has compaffion upon many of them, and
while they are in their blood, he bids them " live." And
though I preach this do6lrine to you, yet I do not bid you be

idle ; no, they that do not work fhould not eat. You have

two callings, a general one, and a fpecial one : as we are to

regard the one In refpe<Si: of our bodies, fo we are to regard the

other on account of our fouls. Take heed, my brethren, I

befeech you, take heed, left you labour fo for the meat that

periftieth, as to forget that meat which endureth for ever.

Seek the things of God firft; look well to obtain oil in your
lamps, grace in your hearts. I am not perfuading you to take

no care about the things of the world, but only not to be en-

cumbered with them, fo as to neglect your duty towards God,
and a proper concern for your fouls. It is meet, it is right,

it is your bounden duty, to mind the callings wherein God
hath placed you ; and you may be faid to be righteous over-

much not to regard them. This brings me,

I 3 Thirdly,
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Thirdly^ To give you another figu of being righteous over-

much ; and that is, when we faft and ufe corporal aufterities,

fo as to unfit us for the fervice of God.

This, my brethren, you may think there is no occafion at

9II to, caution you againft, and indeed there is not a great ne-

ceiTity for it ; however, many perfons, upon their firft being

awakened to a fenfe of their fin, are tempted to ufe aufterities

to that excefs which is finful. It is our duty to faft, it is our

^uty to faft often, and it is what we are direded to by

Jesus Christ himfelf ; but then we are to take care to do it

in a proper manner : to bring our bodies uriderYor the fervice

of God, Is that which we are commanded by our Lord
Jesus Christ.

The late preacher upon this text, runs into great extremes,

and charges us vvith faying and acting things, of which we never

thought
J but I do aot regard what he faid of me : I do not

niijad, his bitter ioveelives againft my miniftry ; I do not mind

his d-efpifing my youth, and calling me novice and enthufiaft ;.

I forgive him froro my very heart : but when he refledts on my,

Mafter ; when he fpe^ks againft my Redeemer j when Jesi/S;

Christ is fpoken againft, I muft fpeak, (I muft fpeak

indeed, or I ftiould burft :) when he gives liberty to perfonis

to take a chearful gla/sj and alledges Christ for an example,

a,s in the marriage-feaft, faying^ " Christ turned water into?

*' wine,^ when it is plain there had been more drank than was,

*' nepefl^y before j" vyhat is this, but to charge Christ-

with encouraging drunkennefs? It is true, the Governor fays,

'' Every man in the beginning fets forth good wine, and

when men have well drank, that which is worfe ; but thou,

haft kept the good wine until now :" but it does not at alL

follow, that it was not neceflary, or that there had been ^

fufficient quantity before : I would not fpeak thus flightingly

of one of my Maftcr's miracles, for the whole world. And
• we may obfcrve, that as Christ chiefly viftted poor people*

they might not have wherewithal to buy a fufficient quantity

of wine j or having more gucfts than were expe6ied, the

wine was expended fooner than they thought ; then the Mo-
ther of Jesus tells him, " They have no wine ;" he anfwers,

«' Woman, what have I to do with thee? My hour is not

yet come/' After this he commanded them to fill the water-

pots
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pots with water, and they filled them to the brim, and this'

water he turned into wine : now it does not at all follow, that

there was more drank than w?s neccfiary ; neither would the

Lord Jesus Christ have continued in the houfe if there Irad.

But we have an excellent leffon to learn from this miracle :

by the water-pots being emptV, we may underftand, the heart

of man being by nature deftitute of his grace, his fpeaking

and commanding to fill them, {hews, that when Christ

fpeaks, the heart that was empty of grace before, fliall be

filled ; and the water- pots being filled to the brim, fliews,

that Christ will fill believers hearts brim full of the Holy

Ghofl : and from the Governor's obferving, that the laft

wine was the beft, learn, that a believer's beft comfoits, fliall

be the laft and greateft, for they fhall come with the greateft

power upon the foul, and continue longeft there : this, this

my dear brethren, is the lefTon we may learn from this miracle.

But one great inconfiftency 1 cannot avoid taking notice of

in this late learned preacher. In the beginning of his fermon,

he charges us with " laying heavy burthens upon people,

'* which they are not able to bear;'* in the letter part he

charges us with being Antinomians, whofe tenets are, *' Sd
•* you fay you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ; you may
'"* live the life of devils." Now, he charges us with being

too Jiri6i^ and by and by with being too Icofe. Which fide,

my brethren, will you take ? Thus you fee, when perfons

forfake Christ, they make firange miftakes ; for there cart

be no greater oppofition of fentiments than this letter-learned

writer has made : as oppofite as light and darknefs, good and

evil, fweet and bitter. And, on this account, to find out

thefe lettered-learned gentlemens notions of the new-birth, I

put a paragraph in my Journal ; and, blefled be God, I have

obtained my defires, and have plainly perceived, that the per-

fons who have lately written concerning the nevv-birth, know"

no more of it than a blind man does of colours, nor can they

have any more notion of it, (by all their learning, falfely, fo

called) than the blind man, who was to give an account what

the fun was, and, after a confiderable time allowed for ftudy,

he faid, *' It was like the found of a trumpet." And till they

are taught of God, they will be ufiacquainted with the new-

I 4 birth ;
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birth : therefore, If you have a mind to know what the devil

has to fay againft us, read Dr, Trapp's fermons.

It is with grief I fpealc thcfe things, and were not the wel-

fare of your fouls, and my Redeemer's honour at ftake, I

would not now open my mouth, yea I would willingly die

(God is my judge) for the perfon who wrote fuch bitter

things againil me, fo it would be a means of faving his foul.

If be had only fpokcn againft me, I would not have anfwered

him ; but, on his making my Redeemer a pattern of vice, if

J was not to fpeuk, the very ftones would cry out; therefore,

the honour of my Redeemer, and love to you, conftrains me
to fpeak. It is of neceffity that I fpeak, when the divinity of

Jesus Christ is fpoken againft, it is the duty of minifters to

cry aloud, and fparenot. I cannot forbear, come what will; for

I know not what kind of divinity we have now among us : we

muft have a righteoufnefs of our own, and do our bcft endea-

vours, and then Christ will make up the deficiency ; that is,

you muft be your own Saviour, in part. This is not the

dodrine of the gofpel ; this is not the doctrine of Jesus :

no; Christ is all in all
; Jesus Christ muft be your whole

wifdom ; Jesus Christ muft be your whole righteoufnefs,

Jesus Christ muft be your whole fandilication ; or Jesus

Christ will never be your eternal redemption and fandifica-

tion. Inward holinefs is looked on, by fome, as the efFecSt of

enthufiafm and madnefs ; and preachers of the neceflity of the

new-birth, are efteemed asperfons fit for Bedlam, Our polite

and fafhionable dodtrine, is, " That there is a fitnefs in man,
'' and that God, feeing you a good creature, beftows upon
' you his grace." God forbid, my dear brethren, ycu

fliould thus learn Jesus Christ !

This is not the do6trine I preach to. you : I fay, falvation

is the free gift of God. It is God's free grace, I preach

unto you, not of works, left any one fhould boaft. Jesus

Christ juftifies the ungodly; Jesus Christ pafil-d by, and

fav/ you polluted with y^^ur blood, and bid you live. It is

not of works, it is of faith : we are not juftified for our faith,

for faith is the inftrun^.ent, but by your faith, the acStive as

well as the palTive obedience of Christ, muft be applied ta

you. Jesus Christ hath fulfilled the law, he hath made it

honourable; Jesus Christ hath made fatisfat^ion to his

Father's
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full, and God will not demand it ^gain. Jesus C'hrist is

the way; Jesus Christ is the truth ; and Jesus Christ'
is the life. The righteoufnefs of Jesus Christ, my bre-

[

thren, muft be imputed to you, or you can never have any

intereft in the blood of Jesus ; your own works are but as

filthy rags, for you are juftified before God, without nny rc-

fped to your works paft, prefent, or to come. This docirine ...i

is denycd by the learned* rabbi's ; but if they deny thefc truths

of the gofpel,nhey muft not be offended, though. a child dare

fpeak to a dodor ; and, in vindication of the caufe of Jesus
Christ, a child, a boy, by the Spirit of God, can fpcak to

the learned clergy of this age.

If I had a voice fo great, and could fpeak To loud, as thit

the whole world could hear me, I would cry, " Be not righte-

ous over-much," by -bringing your righteoufnefs to Christ,
and by being righteous in your own eyes. Man muft be

abafed, that God may be exalted.

The imputed righteoufnefs of Jesus Christ is a comfort-

able dodrine to all real chriftians; and you fmners, who afk

what you muft do to be faved ? how uncomfortable would it

be, to tell you by good works, when, perhaps, you have never

done one good work in all your life : this would be drivino-

you to defpair, indeed : no j
" Believe in the Lord Jesus

Christ, and you ihall be faved :" therefore none of you
need go away defpairing. Come to the Lord Jesus by faith,

and he fliall receive you. You have no righteoufnefs of your

own to depend on. If you are faved, it is by the ri2;hteouf-

iiefs of Christ, through his atonement, his rnakino; a facri-

fice for fm : his righteoufnefs muft be imputed to you, other-

wife you cannot be faved. There is no diiferefice between

you, by nature, and the greatcft malefactor that ever was
executed at Tyburn: the difference made, is all owing to the

free, the rich, the undeferved grace of God ; this has made
the difterence. It is true, talking at this rate, will off.nd the

pharifces, who do not like this levelling doclrine, (as they

call it) ; but if ever you are brought to Jesus Christ by
faith, you will experience the truth of it. Come by faith to

Jesus Christ ; do not come, pharilee-like, telling God
what you have done, how often you have gone to church,

how
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how often you have received the facrament, fafted, prayed, of

the like : no ; come to Christ as poor, lod, undone,

damned finncrs j come to him in this manner, and he will

accept of you : do not be rich in fpirit, proud and exalted,

for there is no bleffing attends fuch ; but be ye poor in fpirit,

for theirs is the kingdom of God ; they fliall be made mem-
bers of his myftical body here, and fhall be fo of the church

triumphant hereafter. Acknowledge yourfelves as nothing at

all, and when you have done all, fay, " You are unprofitable

fervants." There is no falvation but by Jesus Christ j

there is no other name given under heaven amongft men,

whereby we may be faved, but that of the Lord Jesus.

God, out of Christ, is a confuming fire; therefore ftrive

for an intereft in his Son the Lord Jesus Christ ; take

him on the terms offered to you in the gofpel ; accept of him

in God's own way, lay hold on him by faith.

Do not think you are chriftians ; do not flatter yourfelves

with being righteous enough, and good enough, becaufe you

lead moral decent lives, do no one any harm, go to church,

and attend upon the outward means of grace ; no, my bre-

thren, you may do this, and a great deal more, and yet be

very far from having a faving, experimental knowledge of

Jesus Christ.

Beg of Christ to ftrike home upon your hearts, that you

may feel the power of religion. Indeed, you muft feel the

power of God here, or the wrath of God hereafter. Thefe

are truths of the utmoft confequence ; therefore, do not ^a

contradicting, do not go blafpheming away. Bleffed be God,
you are not fuch cowards to run away for a little rain. I

hope good things of you ; I hope you have felt the power of

God j and if God fhould bring any of you to himfelf

through this fooliflinefs of preaching, you will have no rcafon

to complain it was done by a youth, by a child : no; if I

could be made an inftrument to bring you to God, they may
call me novice, enthufiaft, or what they pleafe, I fhould re-

joice ; yea, and I would rejoice.

O that fome finner might be brought to Jesus Christ f

Do not fay I preach defpair : I defpair of no one, when I

confider God had mercy on fuch a wretch as I, who was run-

ning in a full career to hell : I was hailing thither, but. Jesu^

Christ
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Christ pafTed by and flopped me
; Jesus Christ pafTed by

me while I was in my blooil, when I was polluted with filth;

he palled by me^ and bid me live. Thus I am a monument of

God's free grace ; and therefore, my brethren, I defpair of

none of you, when I confider, I fay, what a wretch I was..

I am not fpeaking now out of a falfe humility, a pretended

fanitity, as the pharifees call it : no, the truth in Christ I

fpeak, and therefore, men and devils do your worft ; I have a

gracious Mafter will protect me ; it is his work I am engaged

in, and Jesus Christ will carry me above their rage.

Thofe who are come here this night out of curiofity to hear

Vv'hat the babbler fays ; thofe who come to fpend an idle hour

to find fomething for an evening-converfation at a cofFee-

houfe ; or you who have flopped in your coaches as you

paired by, remember that you have had Jesus Christ offered

to you ; I offer Jesus Christ to every one of you : perhaps

you may not regard it becaufe it is in afield.' But Jesus
Christ is wherever his people meet in fincerity and truth to

worlhip him : he is not confined to church walls : he has met

us here ; many, very many of you know he has j and there^

fore you may believe on him with greater confidence.

Can you bear to think of a bleeding, panting, dying Jesus,

offering himfeif up for finners, and you will not accept of

him ? Do not fay, you are poor, and therefore are afhamed

to go to church, for God has fent the gofpel out unto you.

Do not harden^ your hearts : oppofe not the will of J^sus.

O that I could fpeak to your hearts, that my words would

centre there. My heart is full of love to you. I would fpeak^

till I could fpeak no more, fo I could but bring you to Christ.
I may never meet you all, perhaps, any more. The cloud of

God's providence ieems to be moving. God calls me by his

providence away from you, for a while. GoD knows whe-

ther we fhall ever fee each other in the flefh. At the day of

judgment we jQiall all meet again. I earnefily dcfire your

prayers. Pray that I may not only begin, Jehu-Yik^, in the

fpirit, but that I may continue in it. Pray that I may not

fall away, that I may not decline fuffering for you, if I fliould

be called to it. Be earncft, O be earnefi: with God in my be-

half, that while I am preaching to Gther>, I may not be a

caft-away. Put up your prayers for me, I bcfccch you. Go
not
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not to the throne of grace, without carrying me upon your

heart; for you know not what influence your prayers may

have. As for you, my dear brethren, God knows my heart,

I continually bear you on my mind, when I go in and out

before the Lord ; and it is my earneft defire, you may not

perifh for lack of knowledge, but that he would fend out

more miniftcrs to water what his own right-hand hath planted.

May the Antient of Days come forth upon his white horfe,

and may all oppofition fall to the ground. As we have begun

to bruife the ferpent's head, we muft expe61: he will bruifc

our heel. The devil will not let his kingdom fall without

raging horribly. Pie will not fuffer the minifters of Christ
to go on, without bringing his power to ftop them. But fear

not, my dear brethren, Dav'id^ though a {tripling, encoun-

tered the great GoUah ; and if we pray, God will give us

llrength againft all our fpiritual enemies. Shew your faith by

your works. Give the world the lye. Prefs forward. Do
not flop, do not linger in your journey, but ftrive for the mark

fet before you. Fight the good fight of faith, and God will

give you fpiritual mercies. I hope we fhall all meet at the

right-hand of God. Strive, flrivc to enter in at the flrait

gate, that we may be borne to Abrahanis bofom, where fin

and forrow fhall ceafe. No fcoffer will be there, but we fhall

fee Jesus, who died for us; and not only fee him, but live

with him for ever.

Which God, of his infinite mercy, &c.

SERMON


